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NEW PAGE, as requested: http://quinterosclan.wordpress.com/support   
Hola friends and amigos! The days merge into one another on this side of the world – is it the same where you are?! We do pray that the last couple of months have brought you blessing, whether in good, or perhaps difficult, times. It is so good to hear from many of you, for your encouragement and prayers – and we, too, pray for you and thank God for you all. Summer has now arrived in Cochabamba, so the heat is turning up and rain will (hopefully) arrive!
Last Sunday, Iglesia ‘La Corona’ was packed! It was so good to see some old faces back, and there are new faces too. Such is life here in Sumumpaya, the population is somewhat transient, and so is the commitment of some people. However, God continues to be at work in an holistic way, as we are able to see attitudes changing and spiritual lives growing. During September, 25 of us went away as a body of Christ (ie. the church!) to a village in Chapare, a tropical area 5 hours drive away from the city, where 3 of the teenagers were baptised! Please pray for Raymundo, Emma and Abigael, as they start this new journey with God. It was truly an honour to be there, in the river in the rainforest, hearing their commitment to following Jesus. Amen! The heat was overwhelming (and the mosquitoes!), not a lot of sleep was had in the tents, but we all returned stronger in spirit! Together with many churches around the world, we took part in the Micah Challenge Sunday on 10.10.10 (www.micahchallenge.org ). It was really quite something to talk with people here, who have very little, about other countries and people who have even less. The youth nights are going really well, varying the activities they do, and the youths are beginning to come along and more contacts are made. Marcos taught Pastoral Psychology for 2 weeks at a local Bible College, and there is now an official ‘La Corona’ football team, playing in the Christian football league...so he’s happy!!
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We thank God that Milly, our psychologist, is now working part-time with us! She has started to work with the PEPE children, and their families, but word has quickly spread and many people from the barrio are now coming for help and support. In fact, there is now a waiting list...please pray for wisdom as to how to deal with some very difficult cases, and also for Milly as she listens... We, as a Centre, are now also affiliated with the organisation Red Viva, part of the Viva Network ( www.viva.org ), which is based in Oxford! We are able to attend workshops and seminars which support our work. One such programme was a vaccination campaign “for a better treatment in the family”, run throughout September, which started with free hugs from clowns in the main square! The vaccine was a sweet, which “contained” love, respect, patience, co-operation, trust, etc. Every person ‘vaccinated’ would then have those qualities in them, and by signing their vaccine card and reading it over the coming months, hopefully they will remember this small, but significant, commitment they made with themselves, to treat their children and their husbands/wives in a better way. We were able to vaccinate all the PEPE parents, plus all those who come to church – and even went to the Sunday morning market a vaccinated all there too! PEPE is nearing the end of the school year (Feb-Nov in the Bolivian system). The children are getting tired, and the teachers too, but it’s not over ‘til it’s over! Cochabamba Day was 14th September, so we had a special Sunday to celebrate with all the PEPE families present. There was the day of love/spring/students on the 21st September, so we had fun in the paddling pool then. A group of 3 final year university students asked if they could come and do their practical work for a week in PEPE, so that was done, and evaluated! Through Red Viva, we were also able to host a monthly group of other pre-schools from around the city - the puppet show was well appreciated. We have also been on an excursion to a farm, as we did last year, which was for all the PEPEs to come to – Gwen now co-ordinates 5 in the city. Many more churches are now hearing about PEPE, and are interested in starting up their own in 2011. Gwen will be visiting several over the next few weeks, to advise and invite to the training day in the New Year. Decisions have to be made about numbers for next year here in our PEPE – people are already coming to reserve a place for their child.
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All the other activities are going well – the dentist continues to be kept busy, the school support group, English classes (the wee exam went well!), football training, the building work and the women’s group. The women are enjoying making cards and we even baked bread this week. It was wonderful to have a BBQ with all ‘the team’ recently – God has provided people thus far, He is providing, and we trust that He will continue to provide for all the staffing needs we have.
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During the month of September, we had Audrey staying with us. As well as helping in the Centre, Audrey was also doing some research for her PhD, so Gwen spent a week translating at the only Oncology Clinic in Cochabamba. The focus group of 12 doctors and nurses gave their time to tell more about the oncology services offered in Cochabamba. The results confirmed what we already suspected, in that there is a true lack of money, medication – and education. It was so great to make contacts with these medics and the ball is now, albeit slowly, moving in the direction in which the Centre could possibly provide some facility for taking smear tests, and providing some sort of education about cancer. Gwen’s recent birthday party was an all pink affair, remembering October being Breast Cancer Awareness month; it was an amazing time to share her testimony with 34 women, barrio and city friends, and raise awareness of the need for smears, self-checking and mammograms. Sara and Eva are both doing great. They both went on their respective school camps (Sara’s including sleeping in her classroom) and they both took part in their classes’ chapel services at school. Their recent school reports speak of how well they are doing. We are so proud of them, learning to live around the people we are serving. We can truly see God at work in our daughters too, as they live out His love. In many ways, they challenge us too... May God bless, and challenge, you too. With much love, Marcos, Gwen, Sara and Eva xxxx







