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The Quinteros Clan...November/December 2010 
Skype: quinterosclan 


A NEW SITE! http://integral-church-in-cochabamba.com    
Hola friends and amigos! 2010 has come and nearly gone – did we blink and miss it?! We hope you all had a very happy Christmas!! So much has happened in the past 12 months, good times and some more difficult – but God has been with us all the way. And so have you all! Thank you SO much for all your support, prayers and blessings during this past year. Please know that we also pray for you too, and we pray that 2011 is a blessed year for you too. Let’s enter into 2011 with much hope, knowing that God has a plan for each of us. Let’s grab that plan with both hands, as there is no better place to be than in His hands...Thank you for continuing to journey with us! It is only through with your support and prayers, and God’s strength, that we can do what we do! Please check out the new link above, without forgetting about www.quinterosclan.wordpress.com too!
All is well here in Sumumpaya. The world is a definitely topsy-turvy weather-wise, what with the snow in the UK, and here even hotter temperatures than usual, with still very little rain. The end of year perhaps brings times of even more difficulty for some – Christmas is only really celebrated by those who have the resources to do so, and/or the desire. For many, it was just a normal day...Yet asking some of the children who came along to our Christmas workshop, or the week-long football school that Marcos organised, what they normally did at Christmas was a resounding “nothing”. As we put up decorations on the tree and the walls of church, this was the first time they’d ever done anything like that. And when we asked what they would do on the night of the 24th (when the big meal would be eaten with all the family present), they replied again “nothing – my parents will get drunk”. Now, this is something that can happen wherever we are in the world, but here in the barrio it just reinforced the fact that we wanted to make their Christmas special. We made crafts, played games, and the week finished with the presentation of the children’s choir and drama at the Christmas Eve service.
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The aforementioned service was not the only thing that was happening on the 24th December – La Corona had celebrated it’s first wedding! Paty and Angel were married by Marcos (having been legally married in the registry office earlier in the day!) and it was such a joy to share this special day with them, and to really know how far they have come in the walk with God. The wedding feast was just like in Biblical times (we imagine), when we saw 3 sheep one day and then not quite the same the next, if you understand...!!! It was a very happy day.
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PEPE finished it’s school year at the end of November. Various events were held to finish off a great year – an exposition of all the children’s work and a big cleaning day with all the parents helping followed by a party that they themselves chose to organise were both highlights. Each parent was presented with a report card for the year, and it was established which children would be returning and which were now off to big school...It’ll be sad to not have some back with us but to have been part of their lives, and their family, for 2 years has been a true privilege. The ‘graduation’ ceremony itself was an amazing day. All 4 PEPEs from across the city came to Sumumpaya, together with families and friends – there were 200 people in total in church! We have also opened the books for reservations of places for 2011, and most places have already been taken – including the 3rd classroom we will now operate! It also looks likely that there will be more PEPEs starting up. Gwen will be holding a training day mid-January for those churches interested in using this wonderful mission tool in their communities too. Please pray for additional staff needs, as usual. Are you considering a gap year or some time out?!?! Let us know!!
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English classes, School support group and Women’s group all are taking a break during December and January. All finished up well, with the English students receiving a Spanish/English dictionary for good exam results (!) and the women making cards, painting tablecloths – and baking Christmas ginger biscuits. Yum.
In terms of medical help at the Centre, we recently hosted 3 doctors, 2 dentists, 2 nurses and 1 nutritionist, all from the local government hospital, who came to attend the many people who had queued all morning. Then, on a separate occasion, a Christian female doctor came to take smear tests – 24 in all, of which we were able to subsidise the cost of all with money given as gifts through at Gwen’s birthday from women themselves – and returned to give the results, none of which were serious but certainly some needed treatment was able to be given. We thank God for being able to provide these medical services to these people who, through lack of money and/or time, would otherwise not have been seen!

Sara and Eva both took part in their school chapel services, and the big school Christmas production. Sara also really enjoyed the recent school art competition and we saw her entry, based on Matthew 4:19, displayed on the board! They were both so excited about Christmas, and we all had a lovely day on the 25th with Marcos’ parents sharing it all with us! Maybe one of these years we’ll also share it in person with Gwen’s family...
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL! God Bless YOU!! With much love, Marcos, Gwen, Sara and Eva xxxx







